Dependable Love
Scripture – John 14:1-6

Whatever will we do without Mr. Shreve?  He will of course be sorely missed at the Claiborne Hardware, where he was the consummate salesman – I’m told that in his younger days, he would load up a truck with appliances and follow the electric crews stringing lines through the countryside, offering washing machines for sale.  And he never lost his knack for salesmanship, always greeting me in the hardware store with the admonition to take that rolling basket and fill it up.  Of course, he’d also be more than happy to sell you some larger items that wouldn’t fit in that cart, saying of any given appliance or piece of furniture, “That will look a lot better in your house than it does here.”  

But it’s never easy for any of us to lose someone we love, someone we depend on.  And Mr. Shreve was just that for so many of us – he was dependable, steady as a rock.  He was a calm voice of reason in the session of the church, of this church of which he and Mr. Fred had been members since December of 1940.  You could always count on him to be there, whether he was participating in the session until 2004, bringing the coffee to his Sunday School class, sitting in the same pew with his family every week, or attending meetings of the Lions Club.

But he liked to have fun, too.  How many cruises did he and Jodie go on, anyway?  But wherever they were, they had a blast.  She’d be going on about something and he’d throw in a little zinger, and she’d pretend not to notice and he’d have that little smile.  Oh, he loved to tease her but he adored her.  He even changed his schedule for her – when she became frail he’d go home to have lunch with her even on Lions Club days.  One time when I came for a visit, I even caught them holding hands – sweethearts who just enjoyed being together, even after all those years.

No, it’s never easy to lose someone you love, someone you depend on.  I don’t think he ever got over losing Jodie, and we’re all going to have a hard time without Mr. Shreve.  But the good news is that we don’t have to miss them, or any of our loved ones forever.  For look again at the precious promise Jesus makes in our passage from John 14 – even though Jesus told His disciples that He would have to leave them, he didn’t want them to be troubled or afraid.  He said the only reason He was going away was to prepare a place for them, so that they could be together forever, so that as He said, “where I am, there ye may be also.”

But how could Jesus keep such a promise?  How would it be possible for Him to be with us forever when sooner or later, even if we make it almost to ninety as Mr. Shreve did, we will all die one day?  That’s what Jesus was trying to tell Thomas – that Jesus Himself is the Way, that Jesus Himself is the answer to our worst problem, the problem of death itself.

That’s why even today, our hearts shouldn’t be troubled.  For the good news is that the Almighty Son of God has laid down His life for people just like us so that we might live with Him forever.  The good news is that the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Himself is the way to life eternal.  And because He rose from the dead, walking out of that tomb on the third day, we know He has the power to do exactly what He has said, to keep all His promises to us.

But why?  Why would Jesus lay down His life for sinners like us, for all those who would simply trust Him as Lord and Savior?  Why would Jesus want to be with people like us forever, even though He knows how sinful we all are?  You know, I think we can get a glimpse of the reason if we take another peek at Shreve and Jodie, those longtime sweethearts holding hands, just enjoying being together because of their love for one another.

For that’s why Jesus chose to go to the cross, to die for us – even though we are sinners, He loves us too much to be apart from us forever.  That’s why He is preparing a place for all His people, a place where all who trust in Him will be with Him and with all His people forever.  That’s why our hearts don’t need to be troubled even on those days when our faith is weak, even in those times when we resist His Will, even when we doubt His power to help us, even when we question His wisdom because our prayers aren’t answered in the way that we think is best.  It’s because of His love, His love which is as unshakable as it is unconditional, a love which delights in us in spite of our sins.

But how can we know all that is true?  Well, what did Jesus say to Thomas?  He didn’t just come to tell us the truth – He Himself is the truth.  We know He is the truth because He walked out of the tomb on the third day, just as He said He would.  And because He is alive and because He is the truth, we can trust that He really is preparing a place for all His people and that He really will come to take us to be with Him forever because He loves us.  Because He is the truth, we can depend on Him.  We can depend on His love.

Yes, today we are missing Mr. Shreve, the one we loved and depended on so much.  But let not your hearts be troubled.  Because of Jesus’ empty tomb, even today we have the hope of the resurrection, we can be confident that we will see all those who have departed in Christ on the day He comes again.  But until that day, we still have someone we can depend on – the One Who loved us enough to die for us.

